22. LOKAMANYA AND SWARAJ
It was in the early days of the Ashram, when we
were still permitted to sit up till late at night, chatting
with Bapu.
We sat up talking till very late one night, and
mention was made of Lokamanya. Bapu said: "If there is
any man who meditates night and day, with untiring
fervour, on how to achieve freedom for Hind, it is he."
He paused a moment, then continued: cel am perfectly
sure that, if Lokamanya is not asleep at this moment, he
must be thinking of something or the other in connection
with Swaraj, or he must be discussing that particular
topic with someone. His loyalty to the ideal of Swaraj
is something wonderful."
23. DEVOTION TO ASHRAM
Bapu had not called upon me to join his Ashram,
but only to teach in the Ashram National School. And
that, was how Shri Kishorlal Mashruwala and Shri
Narahari Parikh too, came to be there. Mamasaheb
Phadke and Shri Vinoba Bhave, on the other hand,
came as prospective ashramites. We national teachers
were not bound by the rules of the Ashram, nor was it
incumbent upon us to take the Ashram vows. Neverthe-
less, I do not know how, we gradually grew to be ashramites
in the orthodox sense also.
Bapu was going to Champaran from Ahmedabad.1
I met him at the Baroda station. He fired a question
at me: "Where is Champaran? Do you know?"
1 On April 9,  1917.
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